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FLOOD FACTS 
 
Important Information for residents and property owners 
regarding the risk of floods in Brunswick 
 
The Local Flood Hazard 
All properties in the City of Brunswick are subject to 
flooding.  The primary threat of flooding results from the 
“ponding” of water during heavy storms.  Some flooding 
can result from overflow of small ditches and streams 
during significant storm events, especially when the ocean 
and river tides are running higher than normal.  In order to 
prevent clogging of the stormwater grates and other  
similar devices, residents may not blow yard waste i.e.; 
grass clippings, leaves, and small branches into the street.   
The Flood Warning System 
In the event of a major storm, the City receives notification 
from the Brunswick-Glynn County Emergency 
Management Agency and certain City departments are put 
on alert.  Local news media sources (radio and televeision) 
are notified and distribute instructions to the public.  If 
needed, the City Fire and Police Departments may notify 
area residents by door-to-door personal contact, 
telephone, and use of sirens and public address systems.  
During significant storms, the City Police and Fire 
Departments monitor storm updates and pass information 
on to media sources for distribution.     
The following stations service the Brunswick area: 

• Glynn County’s Emergency Advisory Radio 
System: 104.9 

• Weather Radio, Police Scanner, Tunable VHF 
Radio 

• WYNR-FM 102.5 WBGA-FM 92.7 
• WWSN-FM 103.3 WHFX-FM 107.7 
• WGIG-AM 1440 WSFM-AM 790 
• Any AM/FM band radio receiver 
• Local Television Channels 
• Any black & white or color television set 

 Flood Insurance 
For many people, their home and its contents represent 
their greatest investment.  Property losses due to flooding 
are not covered under most standard homeowners’ 
insurance policies.  You can protect your home and its 
contents with flood insurance through the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).  To find out more about flood 
insurance for your property and its contents, contact your 
insurance agent.  There is a 30 day waiting period before a 
flood insurance policy takes effect, so don’t wait until a 
storm threatens before you secure the flood insurance you 
need.  To assess your risk, visit Floodsmart.gov.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Floodplain Development Permit Requirements 
Any construction in the floodplain requires a building 
permit according to Chapter 5 of the Brunswick City Code.  
To obtain a flood zone determination, contact the 
Brunswick Building Department at 912-267-5505. 
Substantial Improvement Requirements 
The City of Brunswick requires that if the cost of 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other 
improvements to a building equals or exceeds 50% of the 
building’s assessed tax value, the building must meet the 
same construction requirements as a new building.  
Substantially damaged buildings must also be brought up 
to the same standards (e.g., a residence damaged so that 
the cost of repairs equals or exceeds 50% of the building’s 
value before it was damaged must be elevated above the 
base flood elevation).  The assessed value of the structure, 
as listed by the Glynn County Property Appraiser’s Office, 
shall be determined before the improvement is started, or 
if the structure has been damaged and is being restored, 
before the damage or destruction occurred.   
Drainage System Maintenance 
A community can lose a portion of its drainage system 
carrying or storage capacity due to dumping, debris, soil 
erosion and sedimentation, and overgrowth of vegetation.  
When this happens, flooding occurs more frequently and 
reaches higher elevations, subjecting properties otherwise 
protected to unnecessary risk of damage.  Keep grass 
clippings and other debris out of stormwater drainage 
systems to prevent clogging and loss of stormwater 
storage and treatment capacity. 
If you experience or are aware of any localized drainage 
problems, including illegal stream dumping 
Please notify the Brunswick Public Works Department at 
912-267-3703 so that the problem can be corrected.   
Community Rating System 
Brunswick participates in the Community Rating System 
(CRS), a part of the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP), which provides a mechanism for reducing flood 
insurance premiums to reflect what a community does 
beyond the NFIP’s minimum requirements.  The CRS is a 
voluntary incentive program that rewards community 
actions that reduce flood risk through discounted flood 
insurance rates.  
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SAFETY TIPS 
 
Before a Flood  
 Avoid building in a floodplain. 
 Construct barriers (levees, berms, 

floodwalls) to stop floodwater from 
entering your home. 

 Seal walls in basements with 
waterproofing compounds to avoid 
seepage. 

 If a flood is likely in your area, listen to 
the radio or television for information. 

 Know the difference between a flood 
watch and a flood warning.  A watch 
means flooding is possible.  A warning 
means flooding is occurring or will occur 
soon. 

 
When a Flood is Imminent 
 Be prepared!  Pack a bag with 

important items in case you need to 
evacuate.  Don’t forget to include 
needed medications. 

 If advised to evacuate your home, do so 
immediately. 

 If there is any possibility of a flash flood, 
move immediately to higher ground. 

 If possible, bring in outdoor furniture 
and move essential items to an upper 
floor. 

 Turn off utilities at the main switches or 
valves if instructed to do so.  Disconnect 
electrical appliances. 
 

 
During a Flood 
 Do not walk through moving water.  As 

little as 6 inches (15 centimeters) of 
moving water can make you fall. 

 If you have to walk in water, whenever 
possible, walk where the water is not 
moving.  Use a stick to check the 
firmness of the ground in front of you. 

 
 
 
 

 Do not drive into flooded areas.  If 
floodwaters rise around your car, 
abandon the car and move to higher 
ground if you can do so safely. 

 Do not touch electrical equipment if 
you are wet or standing in water. 

 
After a Flood 
 Listen for news reports to learn 

whether the community’s water supply 
is safe to drink. 

 Avoid floodwaters; water may be 
contaminated by oil, gasoline, or raw 
sewage.  Water may also be electrically 
charged from underground or downed 
power lines. 

 Avoid moving water. 
 Be aware of areas where floodwaters 

have receded.  Roads may have 
weakened and could collapse under the 
weight of a car.  

 Stay away from downed power lines, 
and report them to the power 
company. 

 Return home only when authorities 
indicate it is safe. 

 Stay out of any building if it is 
surrounded by floodwaters. 

 Service damaged septic tanks, 
cesspools, pits, and leaching system as 
soon as possible.  Damaged sewage 
systems are serious health hazards. 

 Clean and disinfect everything that got 
wet.  Mud left from floodwater can 
contain sewage and chemicals. 

 
Source: US Federal Emergency Management 

Agency 
 


